by

Submission date: 12-Jun-2021 03:56AM (UTC-0400)
Submission ID: 1605133488

File name: The_Great_Awakening.edited.docx (13.45K)
Word count: 732

Character count: 4215



The Great Awakening

Name
Institution
Course
Instructor

Date




The Great Awakening

The Great Awakening was the first genuinely significant social revolution in the Thirteen
Colonies. The Great Awakening, defined by religious ideology and ardent assertions of belief,
revolutionized the concept and framework of religion in the territories, resulting in prolonged
economic and social consequences for inhabitants. Moreover, the captivating passion of the
awakening swayed even the most pessimistic observers via the sermons and confessions of
evangelists like Jonathon Edwards and George Whitefield.

The sermons of Edwards and Whitefield, which conjured images of hellfire and
brimstone, challenging the audience to continue seeking a covenant with Christ, pointed to a new
era of discontentment with established chapels, often referred to as the "Old Lights" (Quirion,
2016). The "New Lights" started to chisel away at the imperial power structure that held the
clerics in great respect by stressing a personal relationship with Christ and shifting away from a
focus on doctrinal mastery. Since more people were cognizant of these novel religious values,
criticisms emerged about the church's doctrines and position and the practice of supporting
denominations like the Anglican Church with money received from colonizers. In addition, to
explain the various requirements of spiritually aroused people, other religious groups started to
crop up in the Thirteen Colonies. The Great Awakening would ultimately start weakening
clerical power while also raising doubts about the Anglican and Puritan denominations in the
colonies. In addition to that, social changes would be brought about by the Great Awakening.
Quirion (2016) argues that the colonies could share a standard set of values for the first time by
coming together in the context of a religious sect.

While not as fundamental as a political and economic union, it is significant as the first

signal to unite the colonies. Furthermore, the Great Awakening led to a renewed focus on




education by creating higher education institutions to teach the colonies, and as a result,
increasing the number of ministers and priests (Gills, 2020). The Great Awakening would
produce numerous concepts that would alter the economic landscape, although it was not
economic in its intent. In addition to that, as people in the lower classes were more likely to be
persuaded by the Great Awakening’s principles, the Great Awakening mirrored inequalities.
However, as the public's faith in spiritual life and spiritual awakening expanded, the sphere of
material possessions seemed to become less relevant. Religious leaders like Edwards criticized
the socialist structure of the imperial elites. They urged their adherents to shift their focus away
from material concerns and concentrate on their union with Christ. According to Gills (2020),
spiritual ascension, not financial ascendance, emphasized the Great Awakening. The moral
structure of the territories was changed due to the theological development that characterized the
Great Awakening and economic and social transformations.

Great Britain's reformation played a crucial role in the colonization of the world. The
Protestant Reformation fostered denominations that became religious extremists in their regions
(Caiiizares-Esguerra, 2017). As a result, there was social unrest and instability since many
groups were targeted. Religious separatists migrated from colony to colony searching for
religious freedom, with Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, and North Carolina being widely attractive.
Like German Moravians, Mennonites, and other denominations, additional religious dissenters
from Europe showed up later in the 18th century. The main motive for migrating to North
America and other parts of the world was undoubtedly commercial. However, spiritual
considerations also had a role in the lives of a substantial number of settlers.

In Conclusion, The Great Awakening was the nation's first significant impetus. Since

then, American citizens have depended upon spiritual revivals to overcome the significant




cultural problems they have faced as a nation. Like those in the 1820s and 1858, Evangelical
movements made a lasting impression on American history, including the Civil War. Without a
doubt, the Great Awakening had a tremendous impact on the Christian faith. It revived religion

in America when it was on the verge of collapse, and it introduced principles that would have a

profound effect on National history.
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